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First Nations Waste Management Initiative
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Program Delivery: Distribution of Funding
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National
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Alberta
Expenditures

Funding Distribution 2016-present

Construction of Landfills Construction of Transfer Stations

Planning Waste Diversion

Equipment & Vehicles Capacity Building

 Decomissioning and Clean-Ups

Funding has supported:
• Development of education 
      and training material 
• Diversion practices
• Purchase of waste vehicles
• Infrastructure construction
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Program Delivery: Alberta at a Glance
Types of Projects since 2016

Upgrades

Decomissioning/Closure

Feasibility Study

Acquisition

Planning Training

New Construction

Recycling Facility

Landfill

Transfer Stations

Equipment

Vehicles

Alberta  has 47 First Nation Communities
75K residents

51M Est. Waste (kg)
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Program Renewal: Needs Assessment

Purpose: 

• Provide a national overview of current waste 
management services and infrastructure in 
First Nations communities

• Identify system-level gaps, trends, and 
priority needs across regions and remoteness 
zones

• Establish a credible baseline to support 
strategic planning, investment decisions, and 
future costing

• Inform long-term policy direction and NAC 
advice on achieving equitable, sustainable 
service levels

Context: 
• 595 First Nations communities – 99 remote (zone 4) communities
• ~482,000 residents
• ~335 million kg of estimated waste generated

Methodology:

• Information gathered from ISC Regional Offices

• Assessment covers waste services, diversion, 
infrastructure, and operations

• Analysis looks at broad patterns, community 
differences, and trends over time

• Findings reflect current best data and will 
improve with regional review

• Work supports national planning, not detailed 
engineering or project design
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Program Renewal: Key Findings

• Needs exceed current funding and 
capacity levels; 581 capital investments 
identified over the next 5–10 years

• Past investments have not fully addressed 
service inequities

• Many communities still lack access to 
diversion programs; composting remains 
under-supported despite high waste 
potential

• 59 of 99 landfills have indicated dedicated 
waste operators

• 89 of 107 transfer stations have indicated 
dedicated waste operators

• Communities need dedicated personnel to 
coordinate waste diversion and organize 
community education and outreach
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