Pumping Apparatus Driver/Operator

Apparatus Safety and
Handbook, 3rd Edition

Operating Emergency Vehicles

Skill 3-4
Evaluation Checklist
Objective 18:
Perform various driving exercises. [NFPA® 1002, 4.3.2, 4.3.3, 4.3.4, 4.3.5, 4.3.6]
	Student Name:
	
	Date:
	


Directions
For this skills evaluation checklist, students will perform various driving exercises. This skill requires at least two firefighters: one to operate the apparatus, and one to serve as a spotter. NFPA® 1002 specifies that the following exercises should be successfully performed by driver/operators before being certified to drive the apparatus. The standard requires that driver/operators be able to perform these exercises on each type of apparatus they are expected to drive. 
Students completing this objective on a tiller apparatus must perform all the steps from this skill sheet from the tiller operator position.
Remind students to always follow manufacturer’s recommendations and local standard operating procedures (SOPs) when performing all procedures. 
Instructor Notes
Before beginning this skill sheet, set up boundaries for four separate areas, one for each exercise.
· Alley dock exercise — Test area should be set up with restricted area 40 feet (12.2 m) wide. Along one side and perpendicular, set up another area 12 feet (3.7 m) wide and 20 feet (6.1 m) deep.
· Serpentine course exercise — Test area should have at least three cones placed an equal distance apart in a line.  These cones should be between 30 and 38 feet (9 and 12 m) apart, depending on the size of the apparatus being used. 
· Confined space turnaround exercise — Test area should be at least 50 feet (15.24 m) wide and 100 feet (30.5 m) long, with an opening 12 feet (3.7 m) wide.
· Diminishing-clearance exercise — Test area should have two rows of cones that form a lane 75 feet (22.9 m) long, narrowing from a width of 9 feet 6 inches (2.9 m) to a diminishing clearance of 8 feet 2 inches (2.5 m).
Resources
	•
Manufacturer’s operator's manual
•
Fire service apparatus
•
Fire department SOPs on backing fire apparatus
•
Appropriate PPE

	•
Test area, such as parking lot with flat paved surface
•
A number of traffic cones, 18 inches (450 mm) high
· Height clearance standard



Criteria & Evaluation Comments
	

	Criteria (determined by the AHJ)


After the candidate has completed the skill sheet, write comments below.
	Evaluator/Candidate Comments


	Pass
	
	
	Fail
	


	
	
	
	
	

	Evaluator Signature
	Date
	
	Student Signature
	Date


Skills Evaluation Checklist

Objective 18:
Perform various driving exercises. [NFPA® 1002, 4.3.2, 4.3.3, 4.3.4, 4.3.5, 4.3.6]
NOTE: Ensure vehicle is properly prepared and that all personnel are clear before performing this skill.
	Task Steps
	Yes
	No

	
	Prepare for Driving Exercises
	
	

	1.
	Mount the apparatus, secure your seatbelt, and start the apparatus per Skill Sheet 3-1.
	
	

	2.
	Adjust all mirrors, sitting straight with both hands on the steering wheel and moving your head from side to side until you can clearly see the spotter.
	
	

	
	Alley Dock Driving Exercise
	
	

	3.
	Place the apparatus in drive.
	
	

	4.
	Drive the apparatus past the alley and bring the apparatus to a stop at a 90 degree angle from the alley.
	
	

	5.
	Place the apparatus in reverse.
	
	

	6.
	Back the apparatus slowly, making a left turn in reverse into the defined alley area.
	
	

	7.
	Bring the apparatus to a standstill, braking smoothly and without skidding.  
	
	

	8.
	Repeat the exercise from the opposite direction.
	
	

	
	Serpentine Course Driving Exercise
	
	

	9.
	Drive the apparatus along the left side of the cones in a straight line.

	
	

	10.
	Bring the apparatus to a standstill just beyond the last cone or until you see them lined up in the passenger’s side mirror.
	
	

	11.
	Place the apparatus in reverse.
	
	

	12.
	Back the apparatus slowly, passing to the left of Cone 1, to the right of Cone 2, and to the left of Cone 3.
	
	

	13.
	Bring the apparatus to a standstill, braking smoothly and without skidding.
	
	

	14.
	Place the apparatus in drive.
	
	

	15.
	Drive the vehicle forward slowly, passing to the right of Cone 3, to the left of Cone 2, and to the right of Cone 1.
	
	

	16.
	Bring the apparatus to a standstill, braking smoothly and without skidding.
	
	

	
	Confined Space Turnaround Exercise
	
	

	17.
	Place the apparatus in drive.
	
	

	18.
	Drive into the opening of the course, moving to one side or the other.
	
	

	19.
	Begin the turning process, making as many direction changes as needed to turn the apparatus 180 degrees without striking any cones.
	
	

	20.
	Drive the vehicle back through the opening of the course.
	
	

	21.
	Bring the apparatus to a standstill, braking smoothly and without skidding.
	
	

	
	Diminishing-Clearance Driving Exercise
	
	

	22.
	Drive the apparatus forward, slowly, without touching any cones.
	
	

	23.
	Stop the vehicle, smoothly, at a point 50 feet (15.24 m) beyond the last cone within 6 inches (150 mm) of the backstop cone.
	
	

	24.
	A height clearance standard can be used to simulate a height restriction and test the candidate’s judgment of the vertical clearance required by the apparatus.
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