Pumping Apparatus Driver/Operator
Handbook, 3rd Edition

Apparatus Inspection and Maintenance

Skill 2-6 
Evaluation Checklist
Objective 12:
Charge an apparatus battery. [NFPA® 1002, 4.2.1]
	Student Name:
	
	Date:
	


Directions
For this skills evaluation checklist, students will charge an apparatus battery. Remind students to always follow manufacturer’s recommendations and local standard operating procedures (SOPs) when performing all procedures.
Resources
	· Fire service apparatus
· Manufacturer’s operators manual
•
Wheel chocks 
•
Appropriate PPE: eye protection, gloves and station wear

	•
Vehicle battery

•
Battery charger
•
Apparatus maintenance logs/forms
•
Writing utensil



Criteria & Evaluation Comments
	

	Criteria (determined by the AHJ)


After the candidate has completed the skill sheet, write comments below.
	Evaluator/Candidate Comments


	Pass
	
	
	Fail
	


	
	
	
	
	

	Evaluator Signature
	Date
	
	Student Signature
	Date


Skills Evaluation Checklist

Objective 12:
Charge an apparatus battery. [NFPA® 1002, 4.2.1]
WARNING: Batteries produce explosive hydrogen gas when being charged. Chargers must be used correctly to prevent accidents, injury, and even fatalities. Ventilate the area when servicing. Wear safety goggles and acid-resistant gloves. Always follow apparatus and battery charger manufacturer’s instructions. 

NOTE:  The following are general steps for charging an apparatus battery. Always follow manufacturer specific instructions. 
	Task Steps
	Yes
	No

	1.
	Read manufacturer’s operators manual for the battery charger. Ensure you are familiar with information on the specific vehicle and battery used.
	
	

	2.
	Don appropriate PPE.
	
	

	3.
	Ensure the charging area is appropriately set up. Change batteries in a designated area that is well ventilated.
	
	

	4.
	Make sure that the battery and ignition switch(es) are in their OFF positions.
	
	

	5.
	Clean the battery terminals prior to charging.
	
	

	6.
	Identify the polarity and voltage of the charging system of the battery to be charged (positive or negative ground).
	
	

	7.
	Connect the charging cables in accordance with manufacturer’s instructions. For example, the positive cable to the positive post of the battery and the negative cable to the stand-alone negative post or vehicle frame. 

NOTE:  The positive charger cable is usually marked “Pos or +” and is often colored red. The negative charger cable is usually marked “Neg or −” and is colored black.
	
	

	8.
	Follow manufacturer instructions on connecting the battery charger to a power source.
	
	

	9.
	Follow manufacturer instructions for charging the battery. 
	
	

	10.
	Follow manufacturer instructions for disconnecting the battery charger.
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